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Another Waterloo Milestone

www.uwaterloo.ca

1957 2007 the spirit of ‘why not’?
www.anniversary.uwaterloo.ca

Congratulations to the City of

Waterloo, home to the BlackBerry,

Dalsa, Open Text, and the University

of Waterloo,for winning the

“2007 Intelligent Community of the

Year” award. 

As the winner of this very prestigious

award, the City of Waterloo surpassed

400 other nominees from around

the Globe.

The University of Waterloo is

committed to working with the 

City of Waterloo and its industrial

partners. We will continue to work

together to ensure the City of

Waterloo remains one of the most

intelligent cities in the world.
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2006-2007
Community Conversation Series

SOLVING
POVERTY

Four cornerstones of
a workable strategy

Speaker: Greg deGroot-Maggetti, Interim Chair of the National 
Council of Welfare, (NCW), an arm’s length advisory body to the 
Minister of Human Resources and Social Development on matters 
of concern to low-income Canadians.

Mr. deGroot-Maggetti will share the fi ndings of the recently 
published NCW report “Solving Poverty: Four cornerstones of a 
workble national strategy for Canada”.

Tuesday, May 29th, 2007
Limited seating. Register now!

11:30-12:00 Lunch & Networking
12:00-12:45 Presentation
12:45-1:30 Discussion

Location: The Pines
115 Fountain St., S.
Cambridge, Ontario

$12 session fee (cash only)
Lunch included.

Email: communityconversations@owr.ca
Or phone Sandy: 519-883-2353 ext. 5985

This event generously supported by:
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Giving access to the arts for our high school students.

A special showing of

AWAY FROM HER
Directed by Sarah Polley

At the Princess Twin Cinema, 46 King St. N., Waterloo
 May 31 7:00 pm

Tickets $25, includes movie, medium popcorn
and medium drink.

Order through info@eyego.org, or call 519.241.9910
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BY KEVIN SWAYZE

RECORD STAFF

CAMBRIDGE

As Lancer Group works to convert 
a former textile factory into 54 

affordable loft apartments in old Galt,
the Toronto developer is shopping for
more sites to redevelop.

“We are looking across Waterloo Re-
gion,” said Steve Lindy, vice-president.

“We are looking for sites for seniors
homes, for rental (apartments) and
condominiums . . . Kitchener, Waterloo
and Cambridge are good places to be
building.”

Lancer has a proposal before the Re-
gion of Waterloo for a subsidized apart-
ment project aimed at those 50 or older,
on King Street near Grand River Hospi-
tal. He wouldn’t be more specific, but
said it’s an “underutilized site.”

This week, Lancer and city officials
gathered at the Tiger Lofts project on
Water Street South where Melloul
Blamey Construction is gutting a four-
storey former Tiger Brand factory be-
fore 51 one-bedroom and three bachelor
apartments are created. At street level,
there will be retail space, parking and
gardens.

Minor soil contamination was
found. Also, extra work is needed to re-
place the floor over a former water
raceway. Those surprises boosted the
project cost to $7 million from $6 mil-
lion, Lindy said.

The project is getting $2.1 million in
provincial and federal affordable hous-
ing grants.

Tour visitors on upper floors saw
downtown vistas that will come with
the $585-a-month units. Looking east,
Lancer officials could see their $12-mil-
lion Wellington Square apartment pro-
ject completed last summer.

Tiger Lofts should be ready for oc-
cupancy by early 2008, Lindy said.

The project is one of several in the
works in downtown Cambridge.

Developers of a $120-million resi-
dential condominium and commercial
development on a coal-tar contaminat-
ed site hope to start work on a Water
Street North site in a month.

Waterscape is a project of Haastown
Holdings, based in Richmond Hill.
President Paul de Haas said local gov-
ernment approvals are falling into
place and buyer response is strong.

“We’re now at about 50 per cent pre-
sold in the first phase,” de Haas said.

Construction starts when 70 per
cent of units are sold, he said. The first
building has 115 units. Two towers are
proposed in the first phase.

De Haas expects the city to exempt
his project from height rules. He also
expects the region to approve property
tax concessions.

Environmental concerns, mean-
while, have delayed a seven-storey, 66-
unit apartment building at the former
Cambridge Reporter property.

Heartwood Place awaits provincial
approval for a cleanup plan for the long-
time industrial site. That’s expected by
end of summer, said Mary Bales, chair
of the non-profit Heartwood board.

So far, $1 million has been raised to-
ward the $10.5-million project to create
affordable downtown housing. Heart-
wood is also talking with Waterloo Re-
gion to access federal and provincial
housing grant money, Bales said.

Conversion of a former textile fac-
tory on Spruce Street into upscale con-
dominiums is well underway. Renova-
tion started a year ago to create one-
and two-bedroom condominiums sell-
ing for $228,000 to $349,000.

kswayze@therecord.com

Galt factory gets makeover

BY LIZ MONTEIRO

RECORD STAFF

KITCHENER

One by one they came to the podium
with big smiles.

Each of the home builders praised
the partnership of federal, provincial
and municipal governments that have
contributed money toward six new af-
fordable housing projects in Waterloo
Region.

Yesterday, the projects, which have
82 units, were officially unveiled with a
ribbon-cutting ceremony at regional
headquarters.

Monte Solberg, minister of human
resources and social development, was

in Kitchener to start the celebration.
“This model needs to be praised and

emulated,’’ said Martin Buhr, presi-
dent of MennoHomes Inc., the home
builder behind the Rockway Gardens
Village 50-unit project on King Street
East in Kitchener.

The other projects include The Work-
ing Centre, 66 Queen St., YWCA K-W on
Frederick Street in Kitchener, Keystone
Homes on Avon Road in Kitchener,
Queen’s Apartments on Stanley Street
in Ayr and Regency Apartments on
Queen Bush Road in Wellesley.

Rob Horne, planning, housing and
community services commissioner,
said from 2001 to the present the region
has received $22 million for affordable

housing units.
About $7 million remains and region-

al staff are reviewing proposals for fu-
ture projects, Horne said.

The region has a target of building
1,500 housing units by the end of 2008.
To date, they have built 1,200.

A total of 9,500 housing units exists
in the region operated by the region
and various non-profit and co-opera-
tive groups. But the waiting list of peo-
ple wanting affordable housing re-
mains at 4,000 people.

Regional Chair Ken Seiling said the
region’s target of 1,500 units by next
year is a “drop in the bucket” when
compared with the waiting list.

lmonteiro@therecord.com

Region’s affordable housing lauded

PHIL WALKER, RECORD STAFF

Lancer Group officials Steven Lindy (left) and Tom Hall discuss project details 
in the former Tiger Brand factory at 35 Water St. S., Cambridge.  

Tiger Lofts to offer
54 apartments
in old textile plant
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